ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT FOR MURDER.

'THE question whether or not the crime of murder
should be punished with death is one of which public
opinion has long recognised, and could, hardly exagge-
rate, the importance. But, though felt to be of the
deepest interest by all classes of society, and constantly
discussed with extreme earnestness, this question can
scarcely be said to have received its due share of dis-
passionate and scientific investigation. The weapons
used in the controversy, among which declamation on
the one hand and accusations of sentimentalism on the
other, hold the most conspicuous place, are numerous
and energetically wielded ; but little serious endeavour
is made either to test the validity of each argument in
itself, or, after collating and comparing them, carefully
to consider on which side the preponderance of truth
may fairly be held to lie. The following attempt at
a less partial treatment of the subject may, even if it
should answer no other purpose, be useful as affording
a basis for farther discussion, and defining more dis-
tinctly the real nature of the difficulty to be solved,
and the real data which exist for its solution.

In the  consideration  of this  question the most
natural method of proceeding, as well as that which